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Wednesday 10th June 2026   

Dear Parents/Carers,  

As digital communication becomes an essential part of our daily lives, it is important to ensure that the 

children use platforms like WhatsApp safely and responsibly. With millions of users around the world, 

WhatsApp offers convenience—but also presents certain risks if not used carefully. It has come to 

our attention that there are several children in year 6, who joined groups on WhatsApp, where 

they are talking inappropriately to one another. Several parents have reported that some of the 

children have messaged comments of a sexual nature.   

WhatsApp has fewer built-in parental controls compared to some child-friendly platforms. 

Children can be particularly vulnerable when using WhatsApp due to a combination of technical, psychological and social 

factors which can then impact their mental health, wellbeing and overall, their safety.   

• Groups may become spaces for bullying, especially if some children are excluded or targeted. There is no active 

moderation, therefore these messages go unchecked by WhatsApp  

• Messages and calls can be screen recorded or audio captured and then used to embarrass or harass a child 

later.  

• Late-Night Group Calls: Children may join long or late-night calls, impacting their sleep   

• Pressure to be online and part of group conversations can lead to stress and anxiety  

• Friendship issues can occur, which are then brought into school and then impact on learning  

As a school, we encourage parents to support us with the education and wellbeing of their children, as well as 

to eliminate these opportunities for children to be exposed to negative situations. There is a reason why there is an age 

limit on certain apps - many pupils below these ages are not yet mature enough to use these tools responsibly but are 

also vulnerable to the dangers which they could become exposed to. Therefore, we would like to kindly ask parents and 

carers to check what your children are accessing and participating in.  As a school, we can teach the children about the 

dangers of using apps, devices and the internet, but it is the responsibility of parents and carers to check and prevent 

their children from using and having access to these tools outside of school. We continue to teach pupils of all ages in the 

school about the many benefits of using digital technology and online tools, but also the dangers and harm these can 

potentially bring if not used appropriately. We will continue to promote the safe use of social media and internet use to 

highlight to the children about the importance of being a responsible digital citizen, but we strongly urge parents and 

carers to support us with this as we're unable to monitor and enforce it outside of school.  

The children engage in IT and PSHE lessons regularly to learn about how to stay safe in Modern Day Britain. In addition 

to this there are a range of organisations such as Brook, Police, and Youth Services coming into school to deliver 

workshops and assemblies on how to stay safe.   

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for supporting school with these ongoing challenges that the online 

world brings.  

Kind regards  

J Gamwell 

Miss J Gamwell  
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